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Conclusions: 
• Among the 56 macrozoobenthos species 

identified in the study area, 32 were able 
to drift. 

• Drift propensity can be viewed as an 
individual adaptation of particular 
species. However, the drift propensity of 
some species within a given family cannot 
be used as the basis to derive conclusions 
about the drift propensity of the other 
species within the given family. 

• Invertebrate drift activity is not constant 
and has pronounced daily variations.  

• Nighttime is the period of the most active 
drift. There were several groups of 
invertebrate animals which actively 
drifted in the daytime.  

• Invertebrate drift influenced the results of 
bioindication, consistently lowering the 
saprobic index value. The samples for 
bioindication should be harvested in the 
periods of minimal drift activity.  

The aim of this study was to decsribe invertebrate drift in 
Nepryadva River. 

Study goals included: 

• to study biological diversity of macrozoobenthos and 
drifting invertebrates; 

• to estimate the relative share of drifting species; 
• to identify the time periods of active drift; 
• to evaluate drifting propensity across several 

representative groups of macrozoobenthos; 
• to find out how drift influences the results of 

bioindication. 
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Invertebrate drift is downstream propagation of benthic invertebrates (those which live on river bottom) 
when the animals are carried by water flow. 

Most bioindicator species can drift. For this reason, 
the influx of upstream invertebrates could influence 
the results of bioindication of water reservoirs with 
intense current and produce errors in assessment of 
water pollution levels.  So, the optimal period for 
collection of samples for bioindication is the period 
with minimal activity of invertebrate drift.  

 

Also, highly intensive drift was observed for most 
taxonomic groups, so the drift phenomenon was more 
common than it had been previously thought. 
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